Perinatal care @

/ Key Steps

To Improving Fetal (Scalp) Blood Sample Quality

ONLY use the heparinised capillary tubes in the kit.
These contain a high level of heparin, which will help
to avoid sample clotting.

Clean the puncture area with the gauze swabs and
forceps provided. Apply a THIN layer of petroleum

Make the incision and retract the blade. WAIT FOR A

jelly to waterproof the s.kln apd encourage the sample GOOD SIZED (3-4MM) BEAD BEFORE SAMPLING.
to form a bead, making it easier to collect. USE A

DRY SWAB STICK TO REMOVE ANY SURPLUS.

ALWAYS FILL THE
TUBE COMPLETELY

Avoid air bubbles, blood
clots and under-filled tubes.

TAKE TO THE ANALYSER IMMEDIATELY.

Follow analyser manufacturer’s instructions regarding
sample mixing. Avoid distributing air through the
sample.

NEVER try to analyse poor quality samples.

Samples must not:

ALWAYS insert the CLEAN end into the analyser.
Use a clot catcher where indicated by your analyser

manufacturer. I Contain clots

I Contain air bubbles

I Be under-filled
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